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1. Oun 3 December 1953 some, 30 representatives of the Minlstries of Lebor and
Heplth, the Executive Committee of the FDGB, and verlous lerge plants
esserbled in the "Haus der Reglerung™ in East Berlin to discuss & draft
containing twenty proposals for the lmprovement of the living standsrds of
the populace of East Germany. -Among those present were Jenny Matern, Berbert
Wernke, Rudil Kirchner, and Gerhard Ziller,

2, The proposals included the following: +to increase pensions, to raise salaries
for the wage groups V to VIIIL, to lmprove the medical care of the population,
to cut food prices furiher, and to eliminate rationing. The comments made by
the principal government spokesmen indicated that at least the last two of
these proposals sre likely to be accepted and promulgated. The proposals '
which are accepted are to be made public with appropriate fanfare at a speciel
gsession of the Council of Ministers to be held in the hall of the Volkskarmer
on 10 December, to which six or seven hundred spectators will be invited, The
Volkskemmer will ratify the proppgels on 16 December.

3, Warnke stated that there is danger in making a few specific concessions, since
the Mopposition' would emphasize the shortcemings which still remain, Lhus
nullifying the propagands value of the cancessions and Eeeping the East German
government on the defensive.
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